Pretreatment with intralesional hyaluronidase prior to excision of dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans.
Dermatofibrosarcoma protuberans (DFSPs) are an uncommon malignancy that commonly recur, but rarely metastasize. The origin of DFSPs is controversial; however, they stain with the progenitor marker CD34. DFSPs usually show increased stromal mucin, mainly hyaluronic acid (HA). HA increases cellular proliferation, delays differentiation and increases cellular motion. We evaluated the pretreatment of DFSPs with intralesional injections of hyaluronidase (HD) prior to the surgical excision. Five of nine cases of DFSPs were pretreated with HD. In HD-pretreated cases the margins for excision of the residual tumor were reduced. HD pretreatment also decreased CD34 staining and increased polarizable collagen in the residual tumor.